Community-Inspired Art Beautifies
Downtown Thanks to Donated Talent,

Grants & Sponsorships

Howell has always been home to a host of talented folks. Now some of that talent is
available for all to enjoy as two new pieces of public art have been installed in the newly
renovated Parking Lot #1 in Downtown Howell. Each piece was designed and built by a
local artist and displays a Howell-inspired theme. Thanks to the artists’ generosity with
their time and talents, along with a state grant and corporate sponsorships, these beauti-
ful new Howell treasures have become part of the downtown streetscape at no cost to the
city.

“What great tributes to Howell and the incredible talent we have here,” said Howell
Main Street/DDA Director Nathan Voght. “We are thrilled with how wonderfully both
pieces turned out. They’re absolutely beautiful.”

The Howell Main Street Design Committee began a campaign to locate suitable art
installations to be incorporated into the new
parking lot in 2008. Local artists Jessica
Tokman, a glass artist, and Carl Goines, a
sculpture artist, were engaged to create pieces
of art that reflected the Howell community and
culture.

Goines’ sculpture is inspired by the “Indian
Trail Tree” formerly located on Wetmore

Street in northwest Howell. In the early

1800’s the Potawatomi Indians planted and
hand-bent the tree limbs in the
direction of “The Grand River

Trail,” a commonly used pathway ref-
erencing food, water, and safe travel.
Goines, donated countless hours to
creating this work of art.

Glass artist Jessica Tokman’s contri-
bution is a series of glass panels that
pay homage to Howell’s rich history and traditions. They repre-
sent the acclaimed Howell Melon Festival, Balloon Festival, the
Sunday Farmers’ Market and Court House Lawn Concerts - some
of the many traditions that have, for years, embodied the spirit
and enduring sense of community that makes Howell unique.
Tokman also donated a great amount of time and talent in creat-
ing the glass panel series.

“We also owe a debt of gratitude to both business sponsors,
Hubbell, Roth & Clark, Inc., and First National Bank in Howell for their
generous donations in support of this art,” said Voght, “and to the Michigan
Economic Development Corporation
(M.E.D.C.) for their grant, which
resulted in 100% of the cost being

covered. This was a true community
effort.”

For more information on Parking Lot
#1 and the new public art, visit: www.
downtownhowell.org.









